Bulletin for the Texas Pool and Spa Industry

Education, Testing and Licensing for Electrical Service on Pools & Spas
September 1, 2009

(Next Bulletin on November 1, 2009)

New Texas law, passed by the recent legislature, mandates that swimming pool and spa technicians comply with certain requirements in order to perform electrical repairs. The Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation (TDLR) will administer these new requirements.
Background

Prior to the passage of this law, pool and spa service technicians were operating outside Texas law when doing electrical repairs. Previously, TDLR regulated appliance installers; pool and spa technicians were required to meet these regulations. With the new law, the legislature saw fit to combine both industries under one department and a new singular set of requirements.
March 1, 2010

On this date, the new requirements take effect. Service techs are legally required to meet the new requirements, one of which involves passing a test demonstrating proficiency in the relevant portions of the National Electrical Code.
Test Development.
In late July, this year the TDLR held two meetings with electricians, pool industry representatives, regulators and representatives from the private firm that will design and administer the test. One purpose of these meetings was to decide which portions of the National Electric Code are relevant for the new regulatory structure. 

Another purpose was to set down some parameters regarding the new test. Preliminary indications are that the new test will: 

· have eighty questions, about half devoted to pool related issues
· will test exclusively the applicants knowledge of the 2008 National Electric Code

· be open book (the NEC Code book) with an unlimited time requirement for completion

· will contain questions on bonding, grounding, proper wire size selection, Ohm’s Law and other technical topics

(In upcoming months, the TDLR will review test development and may modify the above list of topics.)
Education

The Southwest Pool and Spa Show, meeting in San Antonio, from February 9-13, will have classes related to the new technical requirements and test preparation. As of this date, this is the only scheduled training.

For more information and registration, go to the show site:  www.swpoolandspashow.com/
Future Topics

Future bulletins will provide information on:
· more classes and education opportunities
· cost for classes, the NEC book and other materials

· TDLR rules for administering additional service tech requirements
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